
Spearheaded by Volunteer Canada, National
Volunteer Week is celebrated in April of each
year as we work together to recognize the
important work of the millions of Canadians
who volunteer their time and skills each year.

Celebrated from April 18 - 24, the theme this
year was ‘The Value of One, The Power of Many’,
emphasizing the importance of single acts of
kindness, as well as the magic of working
together to achieve a common goal.

We launched our virtual celebrations via social
media by sharing a message from Mayor Brian
Bigger, proclaiming National Volunteer Week
here in Sudbury and extending “a heartfelt
thank-you to all of the volunteers within our
community.” We also heard from our Sudbury
and Nickel Belt MPs, Paul Lefebvre and Marc
Serré, expressing a special thank-you to those
who have helped to provide essential services
and support throughout the pandemic. We
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continued our celebrations by reaching out to
our community members to express our
gratitude for their dedication to volunteering
their time to help others, and shared
testimonials from volunteers and organizations
in order to highlight the community benefits
of volunteering.

Despite the many challenges we have faced
over the past year, we were excited to see that
our community has still accomplished so
much through volunteerism. Thank you, to our
member organizations, our Volunteer
Sudbury/Bénévolat Sudbury volunteers, and all
the volunteers across Sudbury and Canada, for
the work you do and the difference you make
every single day.

To see videos, testimonials, and more from
National Volunteer Week, visit
volunteersudbury.com/national-volunteer-
week-2021.

CELEBRATING OUR VOLUNTEERS DURING NATIONAL

VOLUNTEER WEEK
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http://volunteersudbury.com/national-volunteer-week-2021


VBS PROGRAM UPDATES

Written by: Emily Cooke and Megan Karchie
We have many exciting updates to share with
the community regarding our volunteer
programs as we continue to engage the
community in volunteer activities.

Our Youth Engagement Council has officially
launched, with this year’s council going above
and beyond our expectations, and applications
for the 2021-2022 council opening soon. Next
year's council will focus on hosting workshops,
connecting with youth from across the City of
Greater Sudbury, as well as planning,
implementing, and participating in youth
volunteer opportunities. 

Our Matching Hands program is still going
strong, and we are happy to continue serving
our clients by providing training, referrals, and
opportunity recommendations to best suit their
needs. Since re-launching the Valuable
Volunteer Program (VVP) in February, we have
been providing support and training to several
clients and organizations in the community.

Our COVID-Virtual Activity Pods program for
seniors launched at the end of February, with a
group meeting virtually every week to engage
in volunteer activities. So far, the group has

collected winter clothing donations for local
schools and warming centers, sent thank you
cards to frontline workers, written letters and
prepared gifts for seniors living in assisted
living homes, and collected donations for local
food banks. We are incredibly proud of this
group and all the help and positivity they’ve
been able to spread in such a short time. If you
are 55+ and looking to volunteer, we are always
accepting new participants for this program.

Finally, we are also proud to be partnered with
the City of Greater Sudbury for their Virtual
Infrastructure Project, which launched April 1st.
This pilot program is creating virtual service
spaces in the community to give individuals
access to the technology they need, while
helping them learn how to use these devices.
As the lead of the volunteering committee,
VBS has hired and trained all the volunteers
working within these hubs to provide
education and support to clients and the
public.

If you have any questions regarding our
programs, and how you can get involved,
please do not hesitate to reach out to our
office.



THANK YOU,
PLACEMENT STUDENTS

Over the past few months, we are

pleased to have been joined by two

Cambrian College placement

students, Lynn Courville and Melissa

Reid. Taking on roles as Program

Assistants, Lynn and Melissa helped

us to make a huge impact through

launching our Youth Engagement

Council, and assisting with our other

programs, services, and more behind

the scenes here at VBS. Though their

placements with us are complete, we

are excited to have them continuing

to volunteer their time with the Youth

Engagement Council as we begin

preparing for the second year of the

program.

Thank you, Lynn and Melissa, for all of

your hard work!

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

We have made some major changes

to our membership programming,

developing a new membership

package with additional resources,

services, and support for our

members. This includes new

opportunities for attending virtual

training and workshops. To see the

new membership structure, please

visit:

volunteersudbury.com/membership-

package

For more information, please feel free

to reach out to our Membership and

Communications Intern, Samuel, at

samuel@volunteersudbury.com.

GENERAL VBS NEWS: UPDATES AND INSIGHTS
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COVID-19 UPDATE
 

Due to COVID-19
restrictions, our office is
remaining closed at this

time. We remain
committed to providing our

programs and services to
community organizations
and volunteers, as our staff
work from home Tuesday -

Friday, 9am - 4pm.

Written by: Emily Cooke

SAVE THE DATE
Our Annual General

Meeting will be hosted
virtually on Tuesday, May 18.
To our members, please let

us know if you wish to
attend, and we will be
happy to share more
information with you.

http://volunteersudbury.com/membership-package
mailto:samuel@volunteersudbury.com

